4 Ob/ervations on the DEAE MATRES. 


MONG the unknown Gods which ſeem to have been 
introduced at Rome, or worſhiped in her provinces, and 
occur in inſcriptions in the later periods of her empire, the Deae 
Matres have given no ſmall trouble to Antiquaries. 

THe firſt who took notice of them I believe was Spon, who in 
his Miſcellanea Eruditae Antiquitatis, p. 105, takes them for “ ge- 
« ified women, who, while living, were thought to have the gift 
„of prophecy :”* ſuch as are mentioned by Cacfar [a], and Taci- 
tus [5]; and ſuch ſeem to have been among the Britons at thar 
time [e]. Keyſler, in a diſſertation on this ſubject [4 þ 15 of the 
{ame opinion. 

PrRoFEsSOR Ward, in Horſley $ Britannia Romana, p. 201; adds, 
after their death they ſeem to have been worſhiped as a ſort 
« of Genii, or tutelar deities of the places were they reſided, 
« Kc.“ Mr, Horlley oblerves, that Caeſar calls theſe women Matres 


Jamilias. 

Now it appears to me, that our learned Profeſſor miſtook the 
ſenſe of Tacitus, who ſays of theſe women, that the Germans 
venerati ſunt eas nec adulatione nec tanquam ſacerent deas ; which 
is juſt the contrary of deification, and implies a veneration be- 
tween human reſpect and divine worſhip. So that theſe prophet- 


[a] B. G. I. 40. l.] De morib. Germ. c. 8. 
[c] Tacitus, Ann, xiv. c. 32. [4] In his Antiq. Sept, p. 479. 
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eſſes have not the leaſt claim to the rank of Deae Matres; nor will 
cey ſler's interpretation of facere deas, as if it meant making dei- 
ties whoſe divinity the very worſhippers doubted of, at all avail. 
NM NETRIER, in his Hiftoire du ville de Lyons, fol. 1696, p. 128, 
ſuppoſed them Goddeſſes of Fecundity, or Generation, or the Par- 
cae e whoſe name Varro derives a partu. Menetrier, to make 
his etymology uniform, would fetch Auguſtae, a title oſten given 
them, ab auzendo, and ſuppoſes the fruits, paterae, &c. ſometimes 
put into their hands, to be emblems of their profeſſion. But this 
is all as trifling [V as his reading MAT. AVG. in the ſingular 
number, and rendering it la ſainte mere, when by his own rule it 
ſhould be Ia feconde mere. 

ChokIER, in his Recherches fur les Antiquitesde Vienne, p. 135, 
ſeems to have formed the beit conjecture about theſe deitics; 
that about the time of Pertinax and Severus, a notion prevailed 
* among the Romans, that each province, emperor, or particular 
e perfon, was under the patronage of certain Nymphs, to. whom 
e they gave the name of Mazres, or, as they, by a barbarous pro- 
„ nunication, called it, Matrae. But thele deities having been in- 
troduced from the villages, retained the names given them by 
the country people; whence we find in Inſcriptions Matribus 
„ Gallaicts| g, Dis Matribus, Matribus Auguſtis, 8c. Thole ſup- 
<« poſcd to protect the emperor and his houſe were called Matres 
„ Auguſiae, Meres des Auguſtes.” _ | 15 

To this opinion of Chorier Dr. Ward ſeems to incline, in ex- 
plaining another inſcription in Horſley, page 222, Northumb. 


e] This laſt was alſo the opinion of Bochart. 5 

JJ It is adopted by the author of la Religion des Gaulois, and confuted by 
Abbe Banier. : . | | 

[ 7 J This ſeems corrupted for Gallicis, which occurs on an inſcription found 
in Spain, given by Montfaucon, II. II. 5. 5. Horley, p. 275. Banier and 
Keyller, p. 439, read of Gallicia in Spain, inhabited anciently by the Gallaici. 

XL VIII., 


hdd 
XLVIII, XLIX, at leaſt that they were local deities, Thus in an 
inſcription found on the Rhine, the Matres Fa apthiae, whoever they 
were, are joined with the Genius /oct Fat 
Dx, Gale, in his Commentary on Antoninus's Itinerary, p. 7, 8, 
treats them as local deities, introduced here from Germany. 
TruarT they were the deities of batbarous nations is plain both 


from the additional names given them, and from the people who 
dedicated the altars to them [J. Thus two altars in Hortley, 
Scotl. xx1x. p. 205, Northumb. XLII. p. 220, and a third given to 
them, p. 298 [4], are dedicated by the cohort of the Tungri. It is 
to theſe people we are probably indebted for the introduction of 
theſe deities among us; the inſcriptions to their honour in Germany 
being found along the banks of the Rhine, which was the northern 
boundary of their territory. A cohort of them came over before 
the time of M. Aurelius, and continued here till the lateſt period 
of the empire [I]. y 

Or the ſeven inſcriptions in Menetrier three or four are dedi- 
cated by foreigners ; the others by Romans. All theſe want the 
epithet Deae. Three in Horſley have it l. Five in Me- 
netrier have Auguſtis, the other two Matronis Aufanis and Aufa- 
niabus (which two epithets are undoubtedly the fame) and Matri- 
bus Pannoniorum and Delmatarum [n]. Perhaps Maris, in four 
of theſe, is an abbreviation of Matronis, the ſtroke above bein 
overlooked; and then we avoid the imputation of barbariſm. 


L Keyſler, p. 435. [ ; See Horſley, p. 275. 
[4] Alſo in Burton's Antoninus, p. 49. and Gale's Antoninus, p. 7; 
[ 1] See Horſley, p. 89. [n] Cumb. L1. Durh. 11. XxxvIII. 


un] Delmatarum for Daknatarum occurs in Horſl. Cumb, tv, Ly, 
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Tur Campeſires are joined with the Alatervae in Horſley o]. 
In Spon de Diis Ignotis they accompany the Sulevae. In this laſt 
mentioned author [y] we have an inſcription, Matris Gerudatia- 
bus(q\, found near Gironne in Spain; allo others Vediantibus, Mopa- 
tibus, and Gabiabus. The firſt of theſe three found at Nice in Pro- 
vence belongs to the Fediantii, an Alpine nation; the ſecond at 
Nimeguen paſſes the 1kill even of Keyſler to explain; ; the laſt is 
on a tone found near Cologne, and is allo given to Juno ſ7?. 
Menctrier derives Aufania from the German Ofen, q. d. Court ; 
as if they were deitics of the emperor's houſliold: Keyfler,, much 
more probably, from two northern words, an god, and ave a val- 
ley. The Gallaicae belong to Spain; the Trivirae to Triers; the 
Vacallinchae to Vachlendorf; the Brittae on two ſtones in Canni- 
geter de Brittenburgo, p. 21, are, by Dr. Stukeley [5], referred to 
Britain. Matronis Rumaebebus in Gruter, p. xci, which Dr. 
Gale [C] would make to belong to Rumabo, a place in Scotland. 
mentioned only by Ravennas, may be a mere tranſpoſition of Ro- 
manehis, or Rumanehis, in Gruter p. xc, which Keyſler [4] and: 
Banter aſſign to Rumanheim in the dutchy of Juliers. 

Tusk, and many other inſtances that might be adduced, at the 
fame time that they prove theſe Matres to be local deities, protec- 
treſſes of certain towns or villages, demonſtrate them to have been 
objects of devotion to the Gauls and Germans, from whom they 
paſſed into Britain; where, on two inſcriptions they are exprefly: 


[ 0] Scot. xxviit. [/] Gerunda is in Spain, Cellarius I. p. 117. Antoninus 
places Gerulata in Pannonia; perhaps we ſhould read Gerudata, or Geruda. 
| 195 Miſc, Er. Ant. LXXVI. 


] Keyſler, p. 410, has plainly ſhewn that Junonos were the Genii of women. 
[s] Hiſt. of Carauſ. I. p. 268. 


lt] Comment. in Anton. p. 8. 


[D]; Remanebus, Rumachabus, or Rumaenabus, N being eaſily miſtaken for H; 
and many inferipions in Gruter have been leſs correctly copied. 
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ated Tranſinarinae [av]. Keyſler, from the nithority of Mairabus 
in two inſcriptions, which certainly is a miſtake for Matrabus, if 
not for Matribus, gives them a Celtic or Scandinavian etymology ; 
and thence immediately concludes in favour of the propheteſies. It 
is ſomewhat remarkable that of the thirty inſcriptions erected to 
the honour of theſe deities in different parts of Europe, Britain 
has the next greateſt number to France, where there are fourteen. 
We have nine, and Germany has ſix. The Matronae are plainly 
diſtinguiſhed from the Matres on the inſcription at Lyons, erected 


to both by Pompcianus 11. 


Tur Abbe Banier [y], who inclines a little to the notion af 
their being deified women, finds the origin of theſe goddeſſes in 
Crete; whence they were brought by Meriones, the: COMPANION 
of Idomeneus at the Trojan war, to Enguia, a city of Sicily, built 
by his countrymen under Minos. According to Diodorus vicu- 
lus [=], who entcrs more into their hiſtory, they were the nymphs 


that nurſed Jupiter, and in return for their good office were tranſ- 


lated into the ſtars that form the Great Bear. Ile proceeds to re- 
late the great veneration they were held in, and the expenſive ofſer- 
ings made at their ſuperb temple. This ſeems to have been mit- 


taken by Cicero [a] for the temple of Magna Mater. In honour 


of theſe Matres we have two Greek inſcriptions, Nan Mee, and 
Ac, Waage e Avarregun | { þ ]; whereby it ſhould ſeem they were 


ſw] Horſl. Cumb. LI. p. 27.4, 298. 

[*] Keyſler, Antiq. Septent. p. 304 - 407: y] Mythologie, V. p. 507. 

[ſz] L. iv. p. 194. ed. Weſeling.— Phe three nymphs, whom Theocritus, 
*ii. 44. introduces Hercules invoking on the loſs of Hylas, muſt be A/zatic delties, 
and ſeem to be only three names W bj the poet. Banier indeed thinks they 
were Deae Matres. 

[2] In Verrem, iv. 44. though Keyſlgr, p. 42 3, juſtifies his ſentiment, 

(] Spon, Miſcell. Er. Ant.. p. £xXv11t, Banier, ubi ſup. Key ſler, 423 
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military deities; and hence not improbably the ſame, or joined 
with the Sul-var, whoſe name may be derived from ovan, I polium, . 
and fo the Seb“ and Campeſires on an inſeription at Rome [c}, 
may mean deities of war and peace. 

WrssrLixclus indeed is for diſtinguiſhing the Cretan and St- | 
cilian Matres from thoſe of the continent. And I muſt confeſs 
my ſelf ſo far of tuis opinion, as to believ e at leaſt that the Matres 

| were not worſhiped on the continent by the Romans till about 
the time aſſigned by Chorier. : 

Taz Abbe Banier ſuppoſes “ theſe to be rural deities, from the 
« offerings made to them conſiſting of fruits and flowers; and on 
« the inſcription to the Salevae a hog appears going to be ſacrificed, 
ce which was the victim of Bacchus and Ceres.“ The ſame offer- 
ings will ſuit them confidered under the notion of Genii; fruits, 
flowers, milk, and ſuch ſimple things, being offered to the Genius 
of Rome, who has, like thoſe goddeſſes, the AO: and patcra 
for libations. 

Tur Abbe adds, that the Gauls, who had a tal venes 
ration for theſe goddeſſes, erected to them little chapels, called Can- 
celli, as appears by the ancient Capitularies.“ Such perhaps was the 
temple ſuppoſed to belong to their images in Northumberland 4], 
and the three in Menetricr, and that inKeyſler [el, which have the | 

' niches in which the three figures are ſeated. Such may have been | 
the vault re-opened at Elenborough, 1769; of which an account 
was then read to the Society of Antiquaries, and printed in the 

Archacologia, vol. II. p. 58. in which vault were actually found 
three figures like the Deae Matres before exiſting in England. 
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[c] Spon de Diis ignotis, p. 59. Quaere if theSulevae are the ſame with the 
Alatervae, who accompany the Campeſtres in an inſcription in Horſley, Scot. xxix. 


[4] Horſley, North. XL VIII. p. 224. [e] P. 394. 
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OB/ervations on ſome Roman Altars, found in Auguſt 
1771, near Graham's Dyke. 


HE workmen employed to cut the new canal of com- 
munication between the Forth and Clyde, digging in 
Auguſt 1771, near one of the moſt conſiderable ſtations on 
Graham's Dyke, at Auchindavie, had the good fortune to light 


on four altars of different ſizes, with inſcriptions on one fide of 


each very legible. They had been thrown into a pit with the 
iron heads of two large fledge hammers, and the ſhoulders of 


a buſt of the ſame materials with the altars, viz. of the grit 


ſtone of the county. Whether theſc hammers had belonged 
to the proprietor of the altars, or were uſed to demoliſh the 
temple, is uncertain. But as they were all buried together 
in the ſame pit and at the ſame time, they had probably ſerved 


ſome purpoſes about the temple or fort, perhaps for knocking 


down victims. In the fame ſtation was found a gold coin of 


Trajan, having on one fide 


IMP. CAES, NERVA TRAIAN, AVG. GERM. . 


on the other . 
P. M. TR. P. coss. III. P. P. 


This coin was purchaſed for 7 guineas for the c capital cabinet of 
foreign and domeſtic coins belonging. to the cal of Advo- 
cates of Edinburgh. 
Tur Univerſity of Glaſgow being poſſeſt of all the Roman 


inſcriptions found upon this wall of Antoninus Pius, with 
many 


| 8 


] 


many other from different parts of Scotland, theſe altars and the 
fragment of the buſt were procured for them by Mr. Auder- 


ſon, Protefior of Natural Philoſophy in that Univerſity. In his 


poſſeſſion I ſaw and copied them“. The inſcriptions are as 


follow : 
I's 
E 

VICTORIAE 
= VICTRICI PRO SALVT 
= TE IMPRET-SVA 
S SVORVM 
E M COCCEI 
* FIRMVS 


LEG II X VG 


Two feet 7 inches. 


1. 4. e. Jovi Optimo Maximo, Victoriae 
victrici pro ſalute Imperatorum noſtrorum et 
ſua ſuorum M. Cocceius Firmus Centurio 


legionis ſecundae Auguſtae. 


1 
i GENIO 
8 TERRA E 
5 BRITA 
1 NNICAE 
5 M-· CO CCE! 
* FIRMVS 
EF LEGIIAVG: 


3. 1% to Genio terrae Britannicae M. 
Cocceius Firmus, &c. | 


Two feet 4 inches. 


2. 
MARTI 
MINERVAE 
CAMPEST 
BVSHERO 
EPONAE 
VICTORIAE 
M. COCCEI 
FIRMVS 
2 LEG Il AVG 


2. i. e. Marti Minervae eam- 
peſtribus, heroi Eponae, Victoriae 
M. Cocceius Firmus Centurio 
legionis ſecundae Auguſtae. 


4. 
DIANAE 
APOLLINI 
M- COCCE 

FIRMVS 
I LEG II AVG. 


4. Dianae [et] Apollini M. &c. 


Puk altars are of. three different heights, from three feet to 
two feet ſeven inches, extremely narrow in the middle; and the 
baſe and capitals only fourteen inches ſquare. Only the largeſt 
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of them has a focus. There is little difference in their form 
from the generality of Roman altars; but each of them pre— 
ſents us with ſome peculiarity unknown in the ſyſtem of Roman 
inſcriptions in Britain. M. Cocceius Firmus is a name entirely 
new among us; and I apprehend theſe altars to have been 
the furniture of his Lararium, or of the public temple of the 
fort, perhaps erected by him, and which appears to have been 


dedicated to no leſs than eight deities. The dedication of the 


firſt to Jupiter Optimus Maximus and Victoria Victrix is as 


unuſual as this epithet of victory, who has more frequently 


ſome nomen gentilitium or patronymicum; ſuch as Reipublicae, 


Auguſti, or Auguſtorum noſtrorum. I ſuppoſe this ſeemingly 


tautological deſignation therefore expreſſive of the great obliga- 


tion the Roman army had to her when the barberous nations 
were driven beyond this wall, then made the frontier. The 


Legio IId, mentioned in all theſe inſcriptions, had the chief 
hand in ereCting this wall [a]. At this time, by the valor 


of Lollius Urbicus, the barbarians who had the whole country 


between this and Hadrian's wall at their mercy, were driven 
back beyond this wall, which continued their boundary for a long 


time. But the mention of [mperatores ngſtri (two emperors) 
fixes the date of theſe inſcriptions to the reign of M. Aurclius, 


ſucceſſor to Antoninus Pius, who built the wall. Aurelius aflo- 
ciated Verus in the empire, and they are ſtyled Auguſti noſtri in 
a Northumberland inſcription [5], and Caęſares noftr; in a York- 
ſhire one [c). The omiſſion of et between ſua and ſuorum 
is probably the fault of the ſtone-cutter. An inſcription in 


| Horfley (Northumb. Liv.) has pro falute praęfecti & ſua; but 


none have the Emperor's health joined with the dedicator's. 


[a] See Horſley, p. 162. [] Horſl. North. ix. a, 
% Horſl. Yorkth. x11, | | 
B SE Tus 
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Tilz fecond inſeription is extremely curious. Mars and Mi- 
nerva are here united, and ſtyled Campeſtres, a title hitherto 
confined to inferior deities, and if I miſtake not, intirely to de- 
migods or genii, ſuch as the Matres. Keyfler, p. 422, cites 
an iuſcription from Schotti Obſerv. Humanae, V. p. 32, Marti 
cam peſiri, which he would correct Matri campeſirt ; but our in- 
ſcription juſtifies Schottus's tranſcript. 

Erona, here called a heroine, was the godde's of horfes ; 
and we have her deſcent from one F. Stellus and his favourite 
mare in Ageſilaus's Italica, cited by Plutarch, or the author of 
the Parallella minora, II. p. 312, Ed. Xy land. We learn from 
Juvenal ſa], and Apuleius [5], that her picture or ſtatue was {et 
up in the middle of the ceiling, or over the racks, gorgeoully 
drefled with freſh garlands, as the had favoured her votaries, or 
her aid was ſolicited. She is joined with the Campeſires Deae ot 


Matres, in an inſcription found on the Danube, near Epinabur- 


gum, or Pina! urg (tuppoſed to take its name from her) thus 
given by Avcutinus, Annales Boi. p- 81. ap. Key fler, p. 427. 


CAMPES EKT 
EPONAE ALAI 
SATGHCR OVIET 
AE BASSIANVS 
CRRAFF VSLEM. 


perhaps to be read { Matribus Campeſtribus et Eponae ala ſagit- 
tariorum cui praceſl Vuietus Baſſianus curavit Jaciendum, votum 
ſolvens lubens merito. 


[a] % jurat 
« Solam Eponam et facies olida ad praeſepia pictas.“ Sat. viii. 155. 

[b] Reſpicio pilae mediae quae trabes ſtabuli ſuſtinebat, in ipſo fere meditullio 
Eponae deae ſimulachrum refidens aediculae, quod accurate corollis roſcis, et qui- 


dem recentibus fuerat ornatum, Metam. III. Pe 5. edit. 1023. See alſo Voſſius 
de Idolol. J. Ix. c. 33. 


Sur 


1 
Suk ſtands alone on another at Salſach, of the time of He- 
liogabalus [d]: 


DEAE EPONAE MAG. 
, SES 110M 1 15; 
LES XXL ANTON: 
ANAL Fe FF IMM 
NILS CUS TYRA SA 
LIENS YI%SUD SALOD:- 
D. D. XVIII. NAL. SEP-TEMYB. 
IMF. D. N. ANTONENDO 
A. .. 4-1 SACERDO 
TEK k COS. 

e, , EN 


Her ſtyle of Herois on our altar is ſo ſingular, that I muſt ob- 
ferve Mr. Profeſſor Anderſon, finding the lower ſtroke of the B 


: imperfect, 1s for reading the third line RVSHERO, and 


giving the Britons a new topical deity of the name of Ruſherus. 
But if the general tenor of the inſcription was not againſt this 


reading, the I incloſed in the O is deciſive for reading Heroi; and 


we have the authority of Ovid that Herois is ſynonymous with 

Heroina: 
66 veteres heroidas aequas. . 

Amor. II. iv. 33. 

Turnebus r |, and the old ſcholiaſt on Juvenal, defend Epona 

againſt Hippona, of which it is plainly a corruption, etymology 

certainly favouring the latter, There is a ſtroke over the O in 


this inſcription, as if a ſecond N was underſtood. Victory is 


. joined with the other three deities, as if the ſucceſs of the Ro- 


mans here was owing to their cavalry. 


[4] Guillemanus de Reb. Helvetior. III. c. 10. 92. ap. Cellar. Geog, II. p. 4- 
o Var, Lect, l. xxIV. c. 4. 
B 2 THE 


Ee an re ens, 


L221 

Tux third altar is dedicated to Diana and Apollo, and is the 
firſt inſtance wherein we meet with the former in Britain ; and 
the only one in which the latter occurs, except the inſcription 
to Apollo Grannus, mentioned by Camden, but now loſt. 

Bur the fourth altar is perhaps the greateſt curioſity, and the 
moſt intereſting to us. Genio Romae and Romano and populi Ro- 
mani appear in two inſcriptions in Horſley (/]. We have alſo 
gent loci, provinciae and praetorts [Ch the genius of the Roman 
empire, and of particular places and officers of its dominion. 
But Genio Terrae Britannicae is peculiar to this place, and the 
only inſtance in which the name of our ifland is to be found in 
the many inſcriptions preſerved among us. Firmus, in the true 
ſpirit of his country, endeavours to make all the deities, both of 
his own and foreign nations propitious to him; and, after 


Joining the reſt together, not excepting Jupiter himſelf, conſe- 
crates one altar intirely to the genius of our ifle. | 


Tun lower part of a buſt in armour, whether of a deity or 
ſoldier uncertain, found with theſe altars, is with them at Glaſ- 


gow, Two ſmaller ſtones found at the fame time, one inſcribed 
to Fortune, the other centurial, are in private hands. 


In the ſtation at Caſtlecary on the ſame wall, the labourers 


broke into a vault, where they found a conſiderable quantity of 


heat laid under the floor; the colour black by time and damp, 
but the ſubſtance firm and undecayed. A curious queſtion might 
here be raiſed, whether this corn was of Britiſh growth, or im- 
ported. The preſent ſtate of agriculture in theſe parts would 
ſeem to determine againſt its home growth; though nothing 


but a compariſon between the wheat of Italy and England could 
afſiſt in the deciſion of this queſtion. 


VTI Northumberland, cx III. Cumberland, XLII. 
[ g |] Cumb. IXVIII. Cheſh. II. Durh. xv. 
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